CLAIMS INDEX 



1) (CANCELED) A fastener retention system comprising 

a fastener having a first end and a second end, said first end 
being adapted to fixedly engage a first body, and said second end 
being adapted to engage a second body; and 

a resilient retention member cooperating with said second body and 
said second end of said fastener such that said fastener may be 
selectively changed between a non-retained condition and a 
retained condition, with respect to said second body, when said 
retention member is changed between a relaxed state and a flexed 
state, in order to join said first body and said second body. 

2) (CANCELED) A retention system according to claim 1 wherein 
said first end of said fastener comprises screw threads. 

3) (CANCELED) A retention system according to claim 1 wherein 
said first body comprises bone; and 

said second body comprises a surgically implantable device. 

4) (CANCELED) A retention system according to claim 3 wherein 
said fastener is a bone screw. 

5) (CANCELED) A retention system according to claim 3 wherein 
said surgically implantable device is adapted to span between at 
least two bone structures. 

6) (CANCELED) A retention system according to claim 5 wherein 
said surgically implantable device is a plate that is fastened to 
each of said at least two bone structures. 

7) (CANCELED) A retention system according to claim 1 wherein 
said retention member is a split ring. 
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8) (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A retention oyotcm occording to cloim 7 
wherein 

A fastener retention system comprising 

a fastener having a first end and a second end, said first end 
being adapted to fixedly engage a first body, and said second end 
being adapted to engage a se cond bodv: and 
a resilient retention member in the form of a split ring 
cooperating with said second bodv and said second end of said 
fastener such that said fastener mav be selectively changed 
between a non-retained condition and a retained condition, with 
respect to said second bodv. when said retention member is changed 
between a relaxed state and a flexed state, in order to join said 
first bodv and said second body. 

said split ring has a first diameter when it is in a relaxed 
state, and is adapted to resiliently expand to larger diameters 
when it is in a flexed state; 

said second end of said fastener comprises a locking portion of 
said fastener having a large diameter section greater than said 
first diameter and positioned between two smaller diameter 
sections; and 

said split ring is positioned within said second body such that 
said fastener is retained in said second body when said split ring 
is positioned around one of said smaller diameter sections in a 
manner in which said large diameter section must be passed through 
said split ring in order to remove said fastener. 

9) (ORIGINAL) A retention system according to claim 8, wherein 
said second end of said fastener is threaded. 

10) (ORIGINAL) A retention system according to claim 8, wherein 
said second end of said fastener is generally spherical and is 
threaded over a portion including said large diameter section. 
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11) (ORIGINAL) A retention system according to claim 8, wherein 
said second body comprises an opening in which said split ring is 
positioned, said opening having a surface diameter at the outer 
surface of said second body and a subsurface diameter beneath said 
outer surface that is greater than said surface diameter. 

12) (ORIGINAL) A retention system according to claim 11, wherein 
said split ring has an outer diameter in its relaxed state that is 
greater than said surface diameter. 

13) (ORIGINAL) A system for joining a first body to a second 
body, said system comprising 

a fastener comprising an elongated shaft of varying diameter along 
a longitudinal axis; and 

a resilient member adapted to be selectively positioned around 
said fastener and sized such that said resilient member is in an 
un-stressed state at various positions along said longitudinal 
axis, and said resilient member is in a stressed state in at least 
one position along said longitudinal axis; 

wherein a first portion of said shaft is adapted to fixedly engage 
a first body, and a second portion of said shaft is adapted to 
engage a second body and be retained with respect to said second 
body when said resilient member is positioned around said fastener 
in a position adjacent to said at least one position in which said 
resilient member is in a flexed state. 

14) (ORIGINAL) A system according to claim 13, wherein 
said first body is bone and said second body is a surgically 
implantable device. 

15) (ORIGINAL) A system according to claim 13, wherein 

said resilient member is a split-ring spring that surrounds said 
shaft. 
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16) (ORIGINAL) A bone screw system adapted to fasten a surgically 
implantable device to a bone, said bone screw comprising 

a head having a proximal end of a first diameter, a middle portion 
of a second diameter, and a distal end of a third diameter, said 
second diameter being greater than said first and third diameters; 
a shaft extending from the distal end of said head and being 
adapted to be fixedly retained in said bone; 

a resilient retention member adapted to fit around said head in a 
manner in which said retention member is flexed when positioned 
around said second diameter, but said retention member is un- 
flexed when positioned around said third diameter; and 
a receiving opening in said surgically implantable device sized to 
prevent removal of said head and said retention member from 
therein when said retention member is positioned around said first 
diameter. 

17) (ORIGINAL) A system according to claim 16, wherein 
said head is threaded. 

18) (ORIGINAL) A system according to claim 16, wherein 
said head is threaded over said middle portion. 

19) (CANCELED) A method of retaining a fastener, said method 
comprising 

providing a fastener having a first end and a second end, said 
first end being adapted to fixedly engage a first body, and said 
second end being adapted to engage a second body; 
providing a resilient retention member that cooperates with said 
second body and said second end of said fastener such that said 
fastener may be selectively changed between a non-retained 
condition and a retained condition, with respect to said second 
body, when said retention member is changed between a relaxed 
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state and a flexed state, in order to join said first: body and 
said second body; 

positioning said retention member in said second body; 
positioning said first body and said second body in close 
proximity to each other; 

passing said fastener through said second body and into said first 
body such that said fastener is retained in said first body, and 
moving said retention member between a relaxed state and a flexed 
state in order to retain said fastener to said second body. 

20) (CANCELED) A method according to claim 19 wherein 
said first end of said fastener comprises screw threads. 

21) (CANCELED) A method according to claim 19 wherein 
said first body comprises bone; and 

said second body comprises a surgically implantable device. 

22) (CANCELED) A method according to claim 21 wherein 

said fastener is a bone screw. 23) A method according to claim 21 
wherein 

said surgically implantable device is adapted to span between at 
least two bone structures. 

24) (CANCELED) A method according to claim 23 wherein 

said surgically implantable device is a plate that is fastened to 
each of said at least two bone structures. 

25) (CANCELED) A method according to claim 19 wherein 
said retention member is a split ring. 

26) (CANCELED) A method according to claim 25 wherein 

said split ring has a first diameter when it is in a relaxed 
state, and is adapted to resiliently expand to larger diameters 
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when it is in a flexed state; 

said second end of said fastener comprises a locking portion of 
said fastener having a large diameter section greater than said 
first diameter and positioned between two smaller diameter 
sections; and 

said split ring is positioned within said second body such that 
said fastener is retained in said second body when said split ring 
is positioned around one of said smaller diameter sections in a 
manner in which said large diameter section must be passed through 
said split ring in order to remove said fastener. 

27) (CANCELED) A method according to. Claim 26, wherein 
said large diameter section is threaded. 

28) (ORIGINAL) A method for joining a first body to a second body, 
said method comprising 

providing a fastener comprising an elongated shaft of varying 
diameter along a longitudinal axis; 

providing a resilient member adapted to be selectively positioned 
around said fastener and sized such that said resilient member is 
in an un-stressed state at various positions along said 
longitudinal axis, and said resilient member is in a stressed 
state in at least one position along said longitudinal axis; 
positioning said resilient member in said second body; 
positioning a first portion of said shaft through said second body 
and into said first body; 

positioning said resilient member around said fastener in a 
position adjacent to said at least one position in which said 
resilient member is in a flexed state such that said shaft is 
retained with respect to said second body. 

29) (ORIGINAL) A method according to claim 28. wherein 

said first body is bone and said second body is a surgically 
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implantable device. 



30) (ORIGINAL) A method according to claim 28, wherein 

said resilient member is a split-ring spring that surrounds said 
shaft. 

31) (ORIGINAL) A method of fastening a surgically implantable 
device to a bone, said method comprising 

providing a bone screw that has a head having a proximal end of a 
first diameter, a middle portion of a second diameter, and a 
distal end of a third diameter, said second diameter being greater 
than said first and third diameters; and that has a shaft 
extending from the distal end of said head and being adapted to be 
fixedly retained in said bone; 

providing a resilient retention member adapted to fit around said 
head in a manner in which said retention member is flexed when 
positioned around said second diameter, but said retention member 
is un-flexed when positioned around said third diameter; 
positioning said retention member into a receiving opening in said 
surgically implantable device that is sized to prevent removal of 
said head and said retention member from therein when said 
retention member is positioned around said first diameter; 
positioning said bone screw through said implantable device and 
through said retention member; and 
installing said bone screw into said bone. 

32) (ORIGINAL) A method according to claim 31, wherein 
said middle portion is threaded. 

33 - 57 (WITHDRAWN) 
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